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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


TWELFTH REPORT. 
Extracts of Correspondenee. 


Report of the Rev. Mr. Steinkopff’s 
Journey in 1815, through Holland, 
Germany and Switzerland. 


Continued from p. 453. 


I might have added several interes- 
ting particulars, chiefly refering to 
my Bavarian and Austrian tour. I 
beg only to remark, in general terms, 
that at Augsburg, Munich, Vienna, 
Nurnburg, Ratisbon, and Anspach, 
I chiefly applied to the Protestaut 
Clergy, many of whom I found desi- 
rous to aid the benevolent views of 
the Society. Yet it gives me the sin- 
cerest satisfaction to have itin my 

ower to add, that among the Catho- 

lic Clergy there are also some most 
actively engaged in the dissemination 
of the Holy Scriptures. In addition 
to those already mentioned, I cannot 
omit the laudable exertions of the 
Rey. J. Gossner, who, aided by the 
contributions of pious Catholics and 
Protestants, had just completed an 
impression of 10,000 copies of the 
New Testament in German, which 
met with so rapid a sale, that 5,000 
copies were disposed of within the 
short space of six weeks. 

Taking now a general survey of my 
last year’s journey, in connexion with 
that undertaken in 1812, I consider it 
a peculiar privilege and happiuess to 
have been selected by the Committee 
to become one of the dispensers of 
their bounty. ‘To glorify God, and to 
disseminate his holy word, was the 
simple, and yet sublime errand on 
which I was sent; and though others, 
not myself, must judge of the success 
of my mission, it yet affords me ur- 





feigned satisfaction to have observed 
in my last tour, some fruits arising 
from my former one, as well as from 
those undertaken in 1813, by my wor- 
thy fellow-labourers, Messrs. Pater- 
son and Pinkerton. ‘The cause of the 
Bibie Society has undeniably gained 
considerable ground in Holland, Swit- 
zerland, and Germany, ‘as well as in 
Denmark, Sweden, and Russia: its 
pure principles and benevolent views, 
tree from sectarian spirit, and politic- 
al intrigue, are better understood; 
many of the literary works, and some 
of the daily papers, having warmly 
advocated itsclaims. Inthe prmcipal 
Protestant kingdoms, provinces, and 
cities, Bible Societies, on a larger or 
smaller scale, have been either actu- 
ally established or preposed; several 
Catholic Bible Societies, or individuals 
of high respectability and considéra- 
ble influence, are also engaged in dis- 
seminating the Scriptures of truth; of 
the three German editions of the New 
Testament, published by the Ratisbon 
Bible Society, Leander Van Ess, and 
Gossner, upwards of 120,000 copies 
have been printed ; other Catholic edi- 
tions of the whole Bible or the New 
Testament have also appeared, and ob- 
tained a considerable circulation ; sev- 
eral Catholic Bishops, Deans, Doctors 
of Divinity, and Priests, publicly re- 
commend the devout reading of the 
New Testament from the pulpit, the 
Professor’s chair, and the press; they 
also personally put it into the hands 
ef the common people, cheerfully con- 
tribute to the funds of Bible Societies, 
and collect money from their comnex- 
ions. A parish priest in Bavaria vol+ 
untarily gave a donation of 700 Flor- 
ins (upwards of 70/.) to the Ratisbon 
Institution, subscribing at the same 
time for a large number of Testa- 
ments, in order to supply every indi- 
vidual cottage in his parish. 

On the other hand, it shenld be fait- 
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ly stited, that amone the 
aud Protestant €C lerey on the € 
nent, there are still m: ty who are dite 





diflerent, and some who violently op- 


pose. ‘This opposition proceeds both 
roi the infidel, and the bigoted, par- 
ties. ‘Phe former had triumphantly 
boasted, © that she old book, the Bible, 
was become completely obsolete, and 
wonld soon be buried in. oblivion.” 
‘The other still maintains the princi- 
ple, that “it is improper, and even 
dangerous in the extreme, to let lav- 
nen indiscrimately read the Bible.” 
Several would consent to the cireula- 
tion of the Scriptures, if their own 
notes andcomments were added. Put 
no opposition has hitherto been able 
to interrupt the tfiumprant progress 

Pthisgreat work: and,should it please 
the Moet TPltely thvourably to 
the mind of the Austrian | MIPerOr, AS 
he drd the minds of the Friperor of 
Russia, and the Kine of Prussia, the 
consequences would be beyend all cal- 
culation beneficial. 

[t proves a source of real satisfac- 
tion tomy mind. to be ena tied, from 
close tnvestigation, to assure the Com- 
miitec, that the numerous Grants 
nade on the part of the British and 
Foreign Buble Seeiety to Continental 
Socicties, Cominitiees. and individu- 
als, have been conscientiously apptied 
to the object for which oy were de- 
signed: that several of the Dutch, Ger- 
man, and Swiss Bible Societies, ‘have 
collected very 
money among themselves ; thata spir- 
Mofnmolh'eemuintion bus been excited: 
that not only some ofthe great and 
the richhbave come forward wi 
some subscript ce 
from £00 to 500 Florins each. hat is, 


(dispose 


ious anid 


trons 207. to 507.) but that Lagny of the 
poo have aso pinnifested a mest anx- 
mous desire to contribute their mite 
some having established small peni y 
Assoc auenrs int sCcnoa:s. aita fs:ctori 
eh? CyYDaALrisve [ Sapie Teaete (hint 
| 
the var t be fetei ot the Bible iS 
soni: heard: that the attention of 
fhousnpds in allvarks of seciety has 
hoenented back to that tmnvaluable, 
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mand for it has, of late, wonderfully 
increased; and that many read it now 
in Catholic provinces, who scarcely 
knew it before by name. Whatis still 
more encouraging, they have now a 
taste for reading it, and their lives tes- 
tify that they have not read it in vain. 
Ifthe facts which have come under the 
notice of the various Bible Societies 
on the Continent, in proof ef this as- 
sertion, could be collected, a few pa- 
ges of them would speak more power- 
fully than whole volumes of reasoning. 
During the late wars and revolutions S, 
thousands have, in their own experi- 
ence verified the truth ef the Psalm- 
ists deciara‘ion, * Unless thy law hod 
been my eelight, TP should have perish- 
cd tniny adiiction.” 

A fitendly visitor from the British 
and Pormen Bible Society. in Lerdon 
to ifs continental associates, mects 
with the kindest reception this 
testimony I feel itmy duty to bear im 
the strongest tems. “hey gladly 


hear ofthe creat work carried on by 


the Parent Institution, under the evi- 
dent blessing of God ; willingly listen 
fo apy hint of inprovement : and 
gratefully receive the assistance ren- 
dered: their zeal is kindled; their 
hands are strengthened; 
union andatection is confirmed ; they 
feeleousus:.ned to bless and to adere 
Him whois wencerful in counsel, and 
niehty in werking. On the other 
hand, it must certainly prove a power- 
ful stimulus to the patrons and all the 
fiends of the Bible Society in Great 
Britain, to hear the report of continen- 
ta! ardour, piety, activity, and usefil- 
Thus, by mutual co-operation, 
the work is constantly advanced: and 
we h Hive the satisfaction to reflect, that 
ihe labourers are en] floyed in sowing 
the seed of heavenly truth 4 in a field 
ee portdertes with all the civilized and 
ace Spi} 'e ie ojOns © f the eorth. 


Less. 


Joonnet conch i '¢ this Bépo rt. with- 
out distinctly stating, that, during the 
whole tour, (in the progress of which I 
expe rienced many most affecting 


proofs of kindness and hospital tv, 


which T pray God to reward,) I have 
been frequently charged by individnals 


the boud of 
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and whole copies—by pious Christians, 
meeting in small private circles—as 
well as by large public assemblies : by 
some princes, aud by many of their 
subjects—to return thew united aud 
most lively thanks to the British ne- 
tion in general, and the Society [ had 
the honour of representing in particu- 
Jar, for that truly Christian geierosity 
which, with equal readiness, hastened 
to the binding up of the wounds of the 
unfortunate suflevers by war, and tothe 
healing of the more duugerous diseas- 
es of the mind. 

“FT clearly perceive, from this,” (says 
Dr. Amon at Dresden,) * the just and 
comprehensive views which your no- 
ble Society has taken of the miseries 
and desolations of our times; you fix 
your eye on the primary cause of ail 
our misfortunes, and point out to us 
the heavenly power of that divine rev- 
elation which aloue can support, com- 
tort, and bless us. May the biessing 
of God rest upon all our English 
friends. With ue British generosity 
they have also. hastened to the reliefof 
our temporal necessities, fer which 
they will receive the most cordial 
thanks from all quarters; but still I 
must acknowledge the design of your 
spiritual gift to be that which exceeds 
every thing relating merely to our con- 
dition as suffering mortals.” 

I still hear the venerabie Landgrave 
of Hessee Homburg, expressing his 
thanks for what has been done for his 
impoverished subjects, with a warmth 
of feeling which reflcets the highest 
honour on himself; and then stating 
his readiness to sanction a plan for the 
establishment of a Bible Society, trom 
an intimate conviction, that the know- 
ledge and belief of the word of God 
are indispensable to the peace and 
prosperity of the Sovereign as well as 
the subject. 

And still [can figure to inyself the 
aged Princess of Anhalt Dessau, in the 
act of pronouncing her benediction 
on those friends of God and benetac- 
ters of mankind, whose benevolence 
is confined to neither country nor par- 
ty, but embraces the interests of the 
whole human race. Her benediction, 
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re-echoed by thousands of the Poor, 
who, by the imstrumentality of Gie So- 
Clely, have been enriched with the 
treasures of divine revelation, will as- 
cend to the throne of [fins who Is tot 
unrighteous, that he should forvet any 
work of faith, or labour of love, snl 
who has promised everlasting life to 
them who, by patient continuance in 
well-doing, seek glory, and honour, 


and immortality. 


DOCUMENTS ANNEXED TO THE REPORT. 


From Mr. J. H. Siobwasser, Senior. 
Brunswi ky, May 9%, LS15. 


When, three years age, you were so 
kind as to pay mea visit, you endeay- 
oured to rouse me to do something for 
the Cissemination of the Bible in this 
place. { know not what answer | 
made, but am sure 1] must have an- 
peared to you rather indifferent. 

The conversation I had afterwards 
with many of the Clergy, convinced me 
still more of the grent want of Bibles in 
Schools, and now I began to feel the 
force of your appeal. 

Wherever I started the subject, I 
met with ready minds; and our Min- 
ister Of State, Baron Von Schileinitz, 
rejoiced very much at seeing me ac- 
tive in this work. I represented the 
subject also to our Duke, who conde- 
scended to write mea very kind an- 
swer. The information I was enabled 
to give respecting the extensiv? usetul- 
ness of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, the blessed effects of its activ- 
ity for the glory of God, the bounty it 
had confered, and was still confering, 
upon our country, and the hope ex- 
pressed that we might perhaps likewise 
enjoy its support, tended greatly to 
promote a disposition favourable to 
the good cause. Lam almostashamed 
now tosay that we want assistance, 
but Lcannot conceal it, and 1 beg you 
will excuse my freedom. I have now 
been led to begin the work, and, with 
the heip of God, I hope to carry it on, 
having the sanction of our Duke. May 
the gracious will of God our Saviour 
be fulfiled throughout the whole of 

‘hristendom, by the instrumentality ef 
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the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
His blessing evidently accompanies it ; 
and the glorious effects produced, 
raise, no doubt, a mighty barrier 
against the murderous devices of An- 
tichrist. 
From Gaspar Steinman, Esq. Treasur- 
er of the St. Gall Bible Society. 

St. Gall, Nov. 30, 1815. 

Since my last, the exportation of 
New Testaments to Swabia, Brienz, 
Feldkirchen, &c. has gone on so brisk- 
ly, that all my Ratisbon New ‘Testa- 
ments are disposed of; before your ar- 
rival, new orders had been given, and 
Iam very glad that a few hundred 
will arrive here next week. 

Pro Vicar Reininger wrote to me: 
“FT duly received the 120 New Testa- 
ments on the [8th. inthe morning, 
about ten o'clock, they arrived ; an d 

the dav following. at two o'clock, all 
were gone. I distributed them gratu- 
tously, because | intend firmly to keep 
my resolution of distributing, at my 
own expense, as many copies of this 
divine book as my means will allow. 
Blessed truits are likewise produced. 
Many fathers of families, who have 
hitherto been accustomed to drown 
the miseries of life in wine, even when 
they ran in debt tor it, now remain at 
home, and find themselves more 
strengthened and comforted by read- 


ing the Bible than they ever were by 
strong drink. 
Drom a respectable Gentleman in Con- 


stunce. Nov. 2U, ISI]5 
Rey. Sr, 

Under the cheering auspices ef Bar- 
on Wessenberg, Vicar-Generai of the 
ee of Constance, [ have distri- 
buted upwards of 8,000 copies of the 
Ratisbon New Testament in that ex- 
tensive diocess. A short time ago, I 
was enabled, by the C asle Bible Soci- 
ety, and the rene rosity ef oor Vit at 
Ge ner nl, to give away I 000 Sone smn 
Catholic Switzerland. and te sell 2.000 
in Catholte Swabia, at the low rate of 
about three pence a copy, unbound. 
I cannot sufficiently express to you 
mv joy at the good j impressions s made, 


and the moral beneilts a! lreadv produ- 
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ced, by the diffusion of this divine 
book. People of all ranks and classes 
of society anxiously desire it. But of- 
ten my heart bleeds, when £ perceive 
how many of the poor, and of the ser- 

vants, are still destitute of the same, 
notwithstanding the most favourable 
disposition of our Clergy. Night and 
day I thought on the best means of 
puttingit into the hands of those poor 
people, who are called to become par- 
takers of the kingdom of God; but 
scarcely a ray of hope hitherto appear- 
ed; the two Jast wars, and the heavy 
taxes, having dried up almest every 
resource in our paris, and multitudes 
been reduced to a state of the most 
wretched poverty. liow am I moved 
with compassion for the multitude in 
the wilderness of this life! How do I 
behold thei fainting for the New Tes- 
tament, for this t “uly divine book 
might inspire them vith new copfi- 
dence, and courage to fight the good 
fight of faith. But from whence shall 
we take this beok, and dispense it gra- 
tuitousiv to the poor? You, my dear 
Sir, might afford a support to the fee- 
ble, and a light to those that walk in 
darkuess, by becoming our intercessor 
with the generous Bible Society in 
Loudon, ana soliciting pecuniary as- 
sistance to enable me to purchase sev- 
eral thousand Ratisbon Testaments, 
to get them hound, and to transmit 
tlie same toull the Clergy in our ex- 
tensive diocess, that they might gra- 
tuitously distribute them to such poor 
persons aud families as long to possess 
this sacred book, and yet are too poor 
to purchase it. 

‘This, Reverend Sir, would prove a 
real actof merey,and vour benevolent 
Society would thus sow a seed, from 
which, under the blessing of the Most 
High. it might expect a rich harvest, 
beth for itself and those to whem the 
divine book ts cistributed. 

‘No labour would be more pleasing 
to me, than that spent in its extensive 
circulation. Listen, therefore, to my 
urgent supplication. God will reward 
you, ard I shall render you the most 
accurate account of what might be 
placed to my disposal. 
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Froma Catholic Clergyman in Bavaria. 
Dec. 16, 1815. 

The new edition of the Testament 
has been received with general appro- 
bation, and has met with so rapid a 
sale, that 5,000 copies were disposed 
of within six weeks. Tobserve, inthis 
euy, a great and heartfelt joy al txe 
publication of this work, even iit per- 
sons nmeung whom I scarcely should 
haveexpectedit. Some citizensietch- 
ed whoie dozens for distribution, some 
have purchased hundreds. The Vi- 
ear-General of Constance, Baron de 
Wessenberg, ordered 2,000 copies at 
once. This edition pleases, on ac- 
count of the legible types, great accu- 
racy, and agreement with the original, 
{ have determined immediately to 
print a second edition on standing 
types, in which all notes shall be en- 
tively left out. [have also requested 
all impartial critics te fayour me with 
their remarks on the translation, feel- 
ing the utmost readiness to adopt any 
correction which may be deemed de- 
sirable to render the work still more 
faithful, accurate, and perfect. In 
this respect I wish to act with the ut- 
most conscientiousness, not seeking 
my own honour or interest, but that 
of the Lord, so that it may be put into 
the hands of the people pure and una- 
dulterated. 


From a Peasant in one of our poorest 
Villages. 
Reverend Professor, 

Every person of sensibility experi- 
ences more or less pain, on hearing 
that a distant village has suffered from 
fire, or that the horrors of war press 
heavily on any particular country; but 
when the same evils threaten ourselves, 
our feelings become much more acute, 
and thusit is with pleasure, It isnow 
some years since I heard that there ex- 
istedin England a Society which occu- 
pied itself entirely in distributing the 
Scriptures; and it has been, and is, 
my constant prayer, that the Lord 
may bless it; but when T learned that 
pot only these laudable Societies were 
pahngh bh every where, but that one 
s about to be estab! ished j nour Can- 


ton, [ shed tears of joy, and in this 


I was not alene. lor ever blessed tx 
our Lord and Saviour, who hath put it 
into your heart to execute tus good 
design; and may the Aimighty Father 
bless you for becoming the willine in 
strument in sucha glorious enter pi ise. 
I please myself with hoping, that ma- 
ny of my neighbours may think as Ido, 
aud that, when-your plau is generally 
known, they will contribute their mite, 
thouske I jear it will be so small ; 
scarcely to deserve attention. 
Reverend Professor, é&c. &c. 
Anonymous. 


flonoured Sir, 

Sice you do notdisdain the widow 
mite, vou will net refuse the humble 
offering of an orphan, who is without 
fortune, but who, notwithstanding the 
numerous foliies of youth, now tcels 
an carnest desire to be acceptable to 
God through Jesus Clirist his Saviour. 
Deign then, Honoured Sir, to consider 
meas a subscriber to the Society you 
are about to establish, for the simall 
sum of eight francs, which shall be re- 
mitted to you the first of January 
1815. I have particular reasens for 
wishing to remain unknown, and I 
therefore hope you will not try to as- 
certain who Lam; ; but, if Providence 
bless my efforts, and give me, at a fu- 
ture day, the indepe ndence 1 aspire 
to, it will be my delight to have heen 
one. among the founders of the Bible 
Society, aud IT will come in person, to 
claim this privilege. In the mean 
time, believe me Honoured Sir, with 
high ‘consideration, &c. Xe. 


Honoured Sir, 

] was singularly struck with your 
idea of introducing young children to 
assist in founding the Bible Society. 
Yes, Sir! those words of our blessed 
Saviour, “ Suffer little children to 
come unto me,” are here mest aptly 
applied ; and it is as a father, as the fa- 
ther of iwo young orphans, that I soli- 
cit this favour. Allow then, Ilonour- 


cil Sir, that Jeanne Francoise Isaline 
(Zink,) and Jean Louis Samuel, on 
offering « sch the moderate sum ot 
2;. 67., may be admitied inte your 


d« 





474 RE! 1G 


honovave Sevicty; and Twill take 
cure Odustii date thei minds, that 
having peen received 
Weakness and hifaney, tiey are bound 
to devote to its service, those of matu- 
tv and strength. 


J rom a rett/ous and worthy Minis‘er. 


IT have so much reason to be thank- 
fa! to Lunghty God, for the innumer- 
aleve biesstugs he is constantly heaping 
upon me, iat PE sete with eagerness 
te opportunity our worthy Professor 
olers, of proving my gratitude to the 
bounteous Giver of all good, by con- 
tributiig my mite to the establishment 
ofa Soc e ‘ty, whose sole aii is to give 
the blessings of the Gospei to the peor. 
‘Lo assist in this noble ctterprise, I 
mv two Louisd@’Ors, which are 

yable, on the demand of the excel- 
ie Deeside nt. 


JEW’S SOCIETY. 
EIGHTH REPORT. 
Continued from py Att, 
Publications. 

During the past year, the work of 
the Rev. Mr. Scott, in answer to Rab- 
bi Crooll, the mtended publication of 
which was announced in the last Re- 
port, has come forth, Tt is distinguish- 
ed by all that extent of scriptural 


knowle “loe, Christian 


temper, and 
sound arecument, 


which might have 
been anticipated by those who were 
acquahited with Mr. Scott's former 
writings ; and which rendered it wor- 

thy as well of its venerable author. 

of the Sacred Cause whieh it Silesiile. 
Your Committee recommend this wo:k 
to the Members of the Society gener- 
ally ; both as exhibiting, at one view, 
the chief points of controversy | between 
Jews and Christians, and as contain- 
ing evidence of the present re! gious 
state of that people. Your Commit- 
tee hail, with the most unfeigned satis. 
faction, the revival of religious dis- 
cussten with the Jews, which, with the 
exception of the work of Levi in de 

fence of Judaism, and the able an- 
swer Which it received in the Remarks 
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upon it by an Inquirer, may be said 
to have sle ‘pt since the days of Bishop 
Kidder. Being thus revived, itis the 
‘aruest wish of your Coarnwitior that 
it may not be suffered again to sleep, 
until, as they trust at no distant per i- 
od, it shall be consigned to everlasting 
rest, by the conversion of the whote 
House of Israel to ihe faith of their 
own Messiah. 
Episcopal Jew’s Chapel. 

Phe Jewish Converis and Children, 
under the patronage of the Society, 
have attended this place of worship. 

The Committee have lately passed 
a Resolution, which they hope 10 Car- 
ry into cfiect without delay : > VIZ. that 
a Series of Areume ntative Lectures, 
exclusively addressed to the Jews, 
demonstrating that Jesus of Nazareth 
is the trne Messiah, shail be preached 
at this Chapel, on the First Wednes- 
dsy in each month, by such Clergy- 
nen of the Established Church as may 
be willing to render their services in 
this important work. 

Jews Baptized. 

Since the last Re port, only one Ad- 
ult Jew, and four Children, have been 
haptized in the Society’s E»iscopal 
Chapel. It grieves your Committee 
to be obliged to add, that the Adult 
has, since his Baptism, in various res- 
pects nanifested himself to have been 
unworthy of participating of that or- 
dinance. However painful circum- 
stances of this nature may be, the 
History of the Chureh, even in her 
purest age, teaches us to anticipate 
their occurrence. While they should 
lead us to use creat caution and cir- 
cumspection, they ougm neither to ex- 
cite surprize, ner to damp our zeal. 
The person here alluded to, having 
manifested those appearances of seri- 
ousness which seemed to indicate the 
commencement of the work of Spiri- 
tual Regeneration, and having contin- 
ued to express nn carnest desire for 
Baptism froin which he had, for a cen- 
siderable time been held back, 1t was 


judged improper any longer to deny 


him the ordinaiuce. In this instance. 
therefore. itis manifest that ue undue 
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precipitation was used, in administer- 
jug the imitiatory rite of the Clirisuan 
Chareh. 

Wale what is mentioned 
should call forth sensations of sorrow, 
your Corwmittee are happy to have it 
in their power to give some liforma- 
tion of amore exhilirating nature. 
It was mentioned in the last Report, 
that besides the three Youths under 
the immediate charge of the Society, 
there were several Adult Jews in this 
country who were receiving listruct- 
jen with a view to the exercise of the 
Christian Ministry to their Brethren. 
Your Committee have now the satis- 
faction to state, for your information, 
theta Friend of the Institution, who 
is aware that, at present, its funds are 
not acoquate to that purpose, has ta- 
ken under his charge some respecta- 
ble voung men of the Jewish Nation, 
who have expressed a desire to be in- 
structed in the principles of the Chris- 
tian Faith, as Probationers. ‘Chey are 
from various parts of Europe; and 
such of them as have already or may 
hereafter manifest decided tokens of 
piety, and contpetent talents, it is de- 
signed to educate as Missionaries. A 
door not being at present opened for 
Mr. Frey’s* ordin: ation in the Estab- 
lished elim it has been judged ex- 
pedient by your Committee to give 
him a destination which connects him 
with this Establishment. He has, there- 
fore, been stationed in the immediate 
vicinity of the yvoung men above men- 
tioned; and the Three Youths educa- 
ted by the Society have been removed 
from their former situation, and pla- 

‘ed under his charge, where they have 
the advantage of all the means of grace 
provided for their Brethren. Another 
young man, who was baptized some 
years ago, under the patronage of the 
Society, and has since been employ- 
ed in the Printing Ollice, having ex- 
pressed a desire to become a Mission- 
ary, has also been put under the tui- 
tion of Mr. Frey, at the expense of a 
benevolent individual, to whose ac- 
quaintance he was introduced in a 


above 


*Mr. Frey is now in New York. 
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providential manner. Six Of the Pro- 
bavioners, who are receiving instru 

tiouw as above mentioned, 
admitted to Christian Baptism since 
the last Amniversary : and your Com 
mittee have the sautisthetion to inform 
you, that there are among them prom- 
ising indications of decided piety, ane 
also of competent talents for the vo- 
cation of Missionaries. 


have been 


Growing Disposition of the Jews ito- 


wards Christianity, 

In some of the eartier publications 
of this Institution, it was stated, that 
there were rensous lor believing that a 
change was eradu: a v and stiently op- 
erating among the Jews, and thatma- 
ny of them were secretly well inclined 
F aflords your 
Cominittee the inmost sincere satisfie- 
tion to call your attention to the evi- 
dence of this happy change, which 
may ve collected from the later Re- 
ports of the various branches of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, in 
this Metropolis. 

In the St. Saviour’s _ 
as’s districts of the , here are 
three or four Jewish families subseri- 
bers to the Bible Association. In St. 
CGeorge’s, a Jew contributed for the 
purpose of obtaining a Bible for a 
Christian Boy who worked with him. 
A few doors from his house, one of the 
Children of Israel, a Native of Po- 
land, though himself possessed of a 
Bible in his vernacular tongue, enroll- 
ed his name asa subscriber. In the 
snine Association, another Jew is men- 
tioned as having become an active 
member of the Comunittee. 

The Third Annual Re port of the 
Covent-Garden Bible Association an- 
nounces the interesting fact, that a- 
mong one thousand names who have, 
within less than four months, been ad- 
ded to their list as Subscribers, they 
have the happiness to number many 
of the Stock of Israel. A Jewess is 
srid to have subscribed to procure a 
Bible for a little Boy who is her neigh- 
bour. Another of the Children oi ts- 
racl voluntarily came forwerd (> sul 
Bible; and being ed 


towards Christianity. 


t. ‘Khom 


s0ro! RL 


scripe fora 
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whether it was with the consent of his 
parents, be rep.ted, * Ol yes: my fa- 
tlier gave me permission to subscribe 
fur a tible, whenever opportunity pre- 
sented itself” In the saine district, 
three Jewish Youths voluntarily offer 
ed their services as Cottectors ; 
whom, after having Leen not among 
the jeast active members of the Com- 
mittee, teucered his resignation with 
thes wheter, observation: “ The Bi- 
bie which | have received from the 
Association teaches me to honour my 
father and mother; and as they have 
ordered me to give up collecting for 
the present, [must do it.’—The fol- 
lowing is an Extraet from the Second 
Annual Report of the Aldgate Bible 
Association. “ As the field of exer- 
tion abounds with that ancient and 
once high!y-favoured people, the Jews, 
considerable attention has been devo- 
ted to them by your Committee. En- 
deavours have been made to prevail 
upon the Jews to read the Holy Scrip- 
tures in the English Language; and 
notwithstanding the prejudices and 
diflicalties which have been encoun- 
tered, every lover of the truth must be 
greatly delighted to hear, that many 
of the Jews have manifested anxious 
desires to obtain the English Bible ; 
and others have, with the utmost read- 
iness, become free Subscribers to this 
Institution. ‘To the Jews alone twen- 
ty-seven Bibles have been sold; and 
forty-seven of them are now subscri- 
bing to this Association. Several who 
were free subscribers, in the first in- 
stance, have since expressed an anx- 
ious wish to be supplied with Bibles ; 
and your Committee have gladly em- 
braced the opportunity of complying 
with their requests.” 
Some persons may, perhaps, be in- 
clined to deduce an inference from 
the foregoing particulars, that the con- 
version of the Jews will be accomplish- 
ed by the general diffusion of the Chris- 
tian Scriptures, without the aid of more 
appropriate and special means; and, 
therefore, that the formation of this 
Society was not called for by the ne- 
eessity of the case. Is it, then, your 
Committee would ask, at the moment 
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when the fields are seen to be ripe, 
and ready for the harvest, that the ju- 
dicious husbandman deems it consist- 
ent with a just and prudent economy, 
to refuse the heip of additional labor- 
ers? Is it, at that crisis of the battle 
when victory seems almost Ins own, 
but is not yet achieved, that the able 
commander rejects the aid of rein- 
forcements ? Your Committee, so far 
from thinking that the above encour- 
aging facts have any tendency tw slew 
that this Institution was su; perfiuous, 
are disposed to draw from them an 
altogether opposite deduction, and to 
argue that the circnmstances alluded 
to, when connected with all the other 
stupendous signs of the times, deer 
dedly prove that this is the precise 
period when the formation of this So- 
ciety was urgently called for ; because 
now, for the first time since the Apos- 
tolic age, there are those indications, 
from which we may confidently anti- 
cipate the approach of the re-un- 
ion of the Children of Israel to the 
@hurch of God. 

While, therefore, your committee do 
most sincerely rejoice, and give thanks 
to God for any measure of success in 
converting Jews to the Christian faith, 
which he may vouchsafe to the efforts 
of Bible Societies, they still feel confi- 
dent that the spiritual interests of that 
people, so widely scattered over the 
globe, and differing so much from all 
the nations among whom they sojourn 
in habits of life, in literature, opinions 
and prejudices, in the associations 
brought home to their minds by the 
splendid history of their early fortunes, 
and the bright anticipatious of their 
fuiure destinies, cannot be adequately 
promoted, without becoming a distinct 
and separate province of Christian 
Philanthropy, under the charge of an 
appropriate institution, attracting to, 
and concentrating in itself, as large 
a portion as may be, of those cifts and 
talents which are best adapted for the 
department of Jewish literature, and 
discussion. 

Besides, though it be certainly true 
that some of the less bigotted Jews, 
are willing to read the English ver- 
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sion of the Scriptures, yet It is equally 
ascertained, that many of that people, 


> and, in general, all among them who 


ed 
.e . . 
> are warmly attached to Judaisin, will 
& 

, 


either not receive the Christian Scrip- 


' tares at allin an English dress, or are, 
at least, likely to pay much more re- 

_ spect to them when translated into 
' Hebrew. 


Your Committee would here re- 
mark, in illustration of what has been 
said, that though the Shanscrit be no 
longer a living language in any part 
of India, yet the Baptist Missionaries 
in Bengal have judged it expedient to 
translate the Scriptures into that 
tongue, because the learned among 
ihe Hindoos read with avidity any 
thing presented to them in Shanscrit, 
while they would receive with little 
respect, versions of the Scriptures in 
the popular dialects. 

( To be continued. ) 





Extract from the 17th Report of the Lon- 
don Tract Soctety. 

In taking a retrospective view of 
the rise and progress of this Institu- 
tion, your Committee have derived 
much satisfaction fvom perceiving that 
it has in some respects a valuable and 
beneficial character peculiar to itself. 
With less of apparent magnitude and 
external importance than the Bible 
and Missionary Societies, to which in 
benevolence of design it is so nearly 
allied, it has materially aided the 
cause of both. Every Tract is in a 
certain degree a practical exposition 
of Scriptural truth, sent forth to pro- 
mote the knowledge and dispersion of 
that precious volume. And every 
Tract is likewise a kind of silent Mis- 
sionary, that testifies repentance to- 
wards God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to perishing sinners in 
every clime. But the very nature of 
these our minor and subordinate Mis- 
sionaries has procured them access 
where the living preacher of righteous- 
ness might in vain have sought it. 
Each ‘Tract, however it may have 
gained admittance into the hands of 
its possessor, becomes a permanent 
monitor to warn his conscience, and 
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to win hits soul to Christ. Whether it 
retires with him into the seclusion of 
his closet; or speaks to him, as many 
have done, through the lips of li 
child, who has received it at the Sun- 
day Schools ; or meets him from the 
hand of some kind donor, as he travy- 
cls on his journey ; or addresses hin 
through the voice of some benevolent 
visitor of the poor, who reads aud pre- 
sents it to him in his own cottage : 
still the Tract maintains its salutary 
character, as the counsellor of the 
weak, the guide of the ignorant, the 
awakener of the careless, the reclaim- 
er of the wandering, the faithful in- 
structor Of all. Many of the most de- 
voted friends of the Bible and the 
various Missionary Societies, are the 
grateful witnesses of this our Auxilia- 
ry usefulness. 

The Religious Tract Society has 
been for many years, and still contin- 
ues to be, as a cloud of waters upheld 
by the Almighty Power in the spirit- 
ual firmament; it iuvers over this na- 
tion in particular, with a plenitude of 
invaluable blessings to its great pepu- 
Jation; it pours down its fertilizing 
drops upon the hills, the vallies, and 
plains. But the blessing is not confin- 
ed to Britain ; the skirts of this fructi- 
fying cloud have sprinkled the nations 
far remote from the immediate site of 
its first origin, and its primary ener- 
gies. The sultry climes of the torrid 
zone, and the chilling snows of the 
northern regions, have alike experi- 
enced its genial influence. Our little 
emissaries of Christian instruction 
have passed the barriers of China; 
they have cheered the Hindoo as he 
meditated beneath his native Banyan ; 
the frozen shores of Iceland have re- 
ceived the boon, and blessed the giv- 
er; the Negro Slave in the West Indies 
has felt the refreshment of the heaven- 
ly fdew, and experienced a liberty, 
and in the best sense been made free 
indeed ; while the Russian peasant, un- 
der the fostering hand of patrons and 
translators, even in her palaces, has 
received the consolations of truth, a- 
midst the inhospitable plains of Arch- 
angeland Siberia. ‘The foreign a> 
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weil as the domestic soil has thus been 
watered, and in each, the bow of prom- 
ise has been hailed as the harbinger of 


eternal spring. 


‘Two years ago your Comunittee 


"“ were the cessation of Europe an 


arfare as a subject of unfeigned con- 


er itulation to the friends of mankind. 
Iast year they met their constituents 
under glooiny circumstauces, but now 
1! ey esteens ita duty to call for the 
voice of thanksgiving, to Hii, who 
rules the affairs of nations, that he 
once more permits the sacred olive- 
branch of peace to wave as a staudard 
over kingdoms long desolated by the 
scourge of war. 

The kingdom, which, as Meinbers 
of the Religious Tract Society, we are 
anxious to see extended, is not of this 
world: and we enter not into doubt- 
ful disputations relative to the policy 
of its statesmen and rulers; but we 

earnestly pray that a period of gener- 
a! pacification may be turned to the 


al p 
wisest and best account by all true 


f‘hristians: and that the extension of* 


e «€ 


a 


the knowledge of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, together with the promotion 
of permanent good-will among all the 
children of God in every part of the 
world may become more and more 
the abject of Christian exertion. In 
iS worl the Religious Tract Seciety 
desires to stand prominent, and to sup- 
" rt the bestexpectations of its friends 
and condputors. 

Miuech however. still remains to be 
done, © Chere is much land vet to be 
possesseu.? Many a trive and tongue 
sri Kindred of the earth must be sub- 
dued by the sword of the Spirit, and 
many a hia ad soul among the nominal 
professors of C hristianity must be 
awakened to life, before the grand 
cousamation. Nevertheless, Faith 
eves with assurance, Hope embraces 
sith jor . and Charity stretches forth 
benver wines towards the region of 
Vii dennial peace and elory. 

Lnrnated by the experience of the 


most, tis Sorrety looks forward wiih 
eoutidenee to the future.  Bonlt upon 
{ iombiaion of the Anostles and 
Pohets, it as strengthened by the 


unity ofits materials. This temple 
of the Lord progressively rears its 
walls; and we are satisfied that the ac- 
clamations of millions shall accompa- 
ny the full display of the chief coruer- 
stone, crying, “ Grace, Grace unto it.” 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


To the Editor of the Religious Intelli- 
gencer. 

Sm—If you conceive the following 
sketch of the late revival of religion in 
Shelter Island* to be worthy of 
piace in the Religious Intelligencer, 
you are at liberty to publish it. 

Among the first settlers of the place 
were a number of eminently pious and 
public spirited individuals, by whose 
influence a house for public worslilp 
was erected about 80 years ago: but 
the . society never enjoyed stated 
»wreaching until the Rev. Daniel Halt 
removed here from Sag-Harbour in the 
year 1806. [lis death, in 1812, left 
them again destitute. 

In June 18!5, I visited the Island 
and spent 19 weeks in preaching and 
visiting the people from house to 
house. learly iuvited them to attend 
the monthly prayer meeting. It was 
well attended, especially by the voung. 
In August we had a more general 
prayer meeting, which was attended 
by nine ministers and many pious peo- 
ple from the neighbourine towns. 

When I came here the church con- 
sisted of 24 members. To this num- 
ber five were added during imy resi- 
dence among them. ‘Two of tkese. a 
young gentleman aud his wife, were a 
striking instance of divine favour llow- 
ing through the channel of adv — 
They had been very opulent, and 
highly elated with flattering prospects 
of worldly cood. Misfortunes assailed 
them and taucht them the vanity of 
riches. Throveh the grace of God 
they have been awakened to a sense 

of their situation, and are now the 

* Shelter Island fs in Suffolk county, 
N.Y. situate at the East end of Loneg-t-}- 

and, coutaining about 300 inhabitants. 
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jioy bordering upon ec stacy, 
Phave found a Saviour 


opeful subjects of the Redeemer’s 
ingdom. They are now highly ser- 
ieable in the cause of religion, and 
Jorn their profession by a correspond- 
In the month of Decem- 
last, the conversion of a young 
comm excited considerable attention. 
h found her attending upon a_ sick 
der andinother, and earnestly Linpressed 
pipou her mind the In po wiance ol Con- 
sidering the state of her soul. Fora 
time she smothered in 
deep contrition. At 


i 


wit wali. 


| 

ol. I. 
al 
i: 


st a 


“Q, | 
She ‘the 1d CX 
horted those present to » seek the Lord. 
The family were much surprised, and 


Pwere about to call in wedical aid, fear- 


ing she was going distracted. She 


told them it was not a physician she 
wanted 3 but she w antes to see all the 
Christians on the island, that they 
might rejoice with her and help her 
praise the Lord. She still continues 
a humble, steadfast follower of Jesus. 

During the same month, the pious 
were greatly encouraged. A general 
solemnity seemed to pervade, every 
class of people. It had long been the 
tony on the island to devote the 

vening of Christinas to feasting and 
bs lls. A gentleman of the first res- 
pectability invited the young people to 
spend the evening In a religious con- 
ference at his house. The meeting 
was full, and a degree of solemnity 
pe rvaded the tule, totally unknown 
to them before. 

In the month of February, the Spi- 
rit of God seemed to be poured out 
upon this people, ason the day of pen- 
tecost, like the rushing of a mighty 
wind. It commenced in the school, 
which was attended by young men, 
women and children. The cry, 6 what 
shall I do to be saved,” became the 
substitute for those vociferous past- 
times usual at school intermissions. 
‘The usual exercises of the school were 
laid aside for several days; and prayer, 
with reading of the Scriptures, were 
adepted in their stead. ‘The teacher 


was a young man of piety, and took a 
great interest in counselling and pray- 
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ing with them. ‘The tidings soon 
spread into all parts of the island, and 
many came speedily to see for them- 
selve 's; and the impression seemed to 
be universal, that what they saw and 
heard was indeed the work of God. 
Krom this time an awful solenmmity 
pervaded almost every family 3) and 
instances of deep conviction were dai- 
ly multiplied. Stated public confer- 
ences were crowded Ulrice a week: 
besides private meetings daily held in 
different parts of the island. ~ Neither 
the inclemency ef the weather, nor 
any avocations however pressing, kept 
them from meeting tegether where 
Christ seemed to bein the midst. I 
was truly a feast for the soul of a 
Christian to see persons of all dese rip- 
tions, any of whom had been Jong 
accustomed to despise the Sabbath 
and to indulge in the vilest habits, now 
calling upon the name of the Lord. 
‘Their moral habits were immediate ‘ly 
changed; and they still persevere as 
faithful servants in the cause of godli- 
ness. 

In some instances the manifesta- 
tion of light and comfort were more 
immediate. But in most cases the 
subjects of conviction were long 
agitated with distress and fear, lest 
they were losing their hope ful im- 
pressions. ‘They seemed to {fe el, that 
God would be just in casting them eff 
forever. 

Though instances c fdeep conviction 
were early very numerous, for a num- 
ber of weeks there were but few hove- 
ful conversions: those who recs 18 d 
comfert were uncommonly clear aud 
jovful. This contributed to encourage 
the awakened, deepen the ‘ir impres- 
sions and extend the work. 

Very few individuals who had not 
hope before, were now unawakened. 
The anxious enquiry, What shall I do 
to be saved ? became general. Now 
might be heard the songs and joyful 
acclamations of the released captive 3 
and the sighs and groans of the prison- 
erin chains. 

The character of the convictien in 
general was a deep and aflecting sense 
ef the vanity of the world—the in- 
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valuable worth of the soul—the infinite 
guilt and evil of sin the total de- 
pravity of the heart—and the entire 
sinfuluess of the life—together with 
the utter insufficiency of the sinner’s 
vwn works torecommend him to God. 

if at first the awakened fled to 
works of reformation for relief and 
help, es the work of the Spirit pro- 
cressed, this strong hold was demolish- 
ed; and the commandment which 
was ordained unto life was found to be 
unto death. 

Wherever convictions were of long 
continuance, there was an increasing 
complaint of hardmess of heart and 
fearful apprehensions in the subject of 
the loss of his convictions. The only 
difficulty in the way of coming to 
Christ, was understood to be a stub- 
born will. Whilst the criminality of 
this was acknowledged it was still seen 

and felt to be a bar insuperable to 
every thing else, save the sovereign 
almighty grace of God. 

After perhaps three or four weeks, 
hopeful conversions became frequent, 
as many as four, five, or six took 
place in a week, and sometimes more. 
The people were now favoured with 
more freguent preaching, by various 
miiuisiers, who occasionally visited 
them. The word was heard with 
great avidity. Crowded assemblies 
hong on the lips of the preacher, with 
voloeimnity and profound silence. The 
cospel was received, not as the word 
eo: um, but as it is, indeed, the word 
God; and proved to many the 
power of God to their salvation. 

‘Pie people were generally destitute 
of any assistance from ministers. I 
hid not the happiness to be among 
them atthis most joyful period. When 
{ returned here on the Jast of April, 
many seemed to loathe themselves in 
proportion as they love and adore the 
excellency of Christ. A spirit of ar- 
devotion and brotherly love was 
eouspicuous. Thave found enough to 
do ia cultivating the plants of our 
Heaveniy Father in this pleasant and 
land. Between. 50 and 60 


o f { 


dent 


frrungtiael 


are obtameda hope of reconciliation 
ty God; though there are but about 
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320 white persons upon the islanj 
The young are chiefly the subjects , 
this heavenly effusion ; but there ay 
some of all ages, from ten to sixty. 
The zeal for the cause of the Re 
deemer seems not to have lost any o 
iis ardor. Union, harmony, and aj 


the blessings naturally attendant oyff 


true religion, pervades the island 


God has truly appeared in his glor§ 
O that meuf 


to build up Zion here. 
would praise the Lord for his good: 
ness 
fallen race. 

STEPHEN TRACY. 


Extract of a letter toa Gentleman in 
New-Haaen dated Cambridge N. ¥. 
Dec. 10, 1816. 


A glorious work, I trust, is commen- 
eed in this town, and particularly in 
our neighbourhood. Bly omission of 
duty in times past, and especially when 
you were in our family, must be my 
apology for making religion the sub- 
ject of this letter. The Lord in infi- 
nite mercy hath opened mine eyes to 
see, In some measure, my Situation ; 
hath convinced me of my awful depar- 
ture from Him, and of my great indif- 
ference in the cause of religion. I now 
see the great necessity there is for me 
to redeem my time, and on all proper 
occasions, to recommend the religion 
of Jesus to others; but, my dear sir, 
when [ think of the wickedness of my 
heart I tremble. The work of refor- 
mation seems to have commenced 
some time last fall, in different parts 
of the congregation. We have in this 
vicinity been cold and lifeless, till the 
time of our monthly prayer meeting, 
which was held at our house on Mon- 
day evening of last week. The Lord 
at that time appeared to pour out his 
Spirit upon us; Professors were revi- 
ved, sinners were awakened, and real- 
ly it was a solemn, and to all present 
who even respected religion, au inte- 
resting time. Since that time the werk 
seems to be progressing ; almost every 
day we hear of some who are under 
conviction, and we do humbly hope 
and pray that the Lord wall carry on 


and wonderful works to the 
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he work. This is the doing of the 
Lord and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
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the 

st ‘eit Third annual Report of the Society, for 
and aq) the relief of Respectable Aged Indi- 
daut o,f) gent Females in the Gity of New- 

islang York. ala ; 
is gloryf This Society present to their benev- 
at me,§) lent patrons a Third Annual Report 
is goog.) Of their proceedings. We feel grate- 
to the ful that, through the indulgence of 
‘— Divine Providence, our efforts have, 
cy. §— in some degree, been successful, and 
_ have preserved many who once lived 
| respectably, from becoming residents 
a2 in in the Alms House. Sixteen new ap- 
N. ¥, plicants are entered upon our books, 
who are found worthy objects to par- 
nen. take of the bounty of this Institution. 
ir - in Since our last report, twelve aged pen- 
on of | Sioners have paid the debt of nature, 
vhen and three have removed to the coun- 
my try. At present we have one hundred 
sub. and sixteen regular pensioners on our 
infi- list, who are upwards of sixty years of 
$ to age, and some of them advancing to 
mn; one hundred. All these anticipate 
ar- the dreary shades of winter; and we 
lif. have reason to expect afar greater 
>W number of other applicants than the 
ne funds of this Society will permit us to 


er relieve. 
At the close of the past year we pe- 


} 

" titioned the Corporation for some as- 
y sistance, and were presented with 
d three hundred dollars from that hon- 
ourable body : this is the only public 


benefaction we have to record during 
the last twelve months. Charitable 
Institutions have become numerous, 
and for their support frequent are the 
demands made on the liberality of our 
citizens; and, it must be confessed, 

that the increase of population de- 
mands frequent addresses to the feel- 
ings of benevolence, which it is impos- 
sible to withstand. However, none of 
these can have a stronger claim than 
the aged friendless female, who but 
too often are considered as useless 
cumberers of the gronnd. Were it 
not for the prying pitying eye of char- 
ity, these aged persons might sink un- 
heeded to the silent grave. We wish, 

therefore, that their necessities were 
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deeply impressed upon every benevc. 
lent breast, and that we could obtain 
more ample means for their relief 
We deem them a part of Christ’s poor 
and helpless flock ; for happily most of 
our pensioners are pious, and we make 
no diference as to their peculiar reli- 
gious denomination, but extend ou: 
bounty to allwhose moral virtues may 
give them a title. : 
Irom the perusal of our Treasurer's 
account, it will be obvious to you how 
much we need the continuance and in 
crease of your generous support. Let 
us not forget, ‘that those that have 
pity upon the poor lend unto the 


Lord ; and that what the Vv thus lay out 
shall - paid them again.’ Remern 
ber too, 


“The liberal han& of Providence expands 

The liberal Christian’s heart; much he re- 
ceives, 

And much he scatters, dealing al! around 

With cheerfulness what God bestows on 
him. 

Fear not, ye rich, to turn your gold to seed, 

And sow it in the fields of poverty ; 

A glorious crop beyond your hopes sh vat! 
rise, 

And thus reward your kindness; ye shall 
reap 

Of present benefit an hundred fold, 

And future sheaves of everlasting good.” 


It becomes our melancholy duty te 
record in this Report the de ath of our 
lamented Treasurer, Mrs. Anna IHa- 
vens, whose mild and amiable deport- 
ment endeared her to every member 
of this board, and whose constant anx- 
iety and labours for the interest of 
the establishment will be long and 
gratefully remembered. And though 
we may regret thy absence, pious gen- 
tle Anna! we must rejoice that thou 
art so early called from a state of suf- 
fering to receive the glorious commen- 
dation of thine exalted Saviour, “ Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord !’ 





Buffalo Bible and Tract Society. 


A Female Bible and Tract Society, 
was formed in Buffalo, N. Y. on Thurs- 
day the 14th ult. comprising atits or- 
ganization rising of sixty of theLadies 
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of the village and its neighbourhood 


with an annual subscription of One 


Dollar each. 


The annual Meeting of the Foreign Mis- 
sion Society for the County of Litch- 
field, was holden on the 4th day of 


“February, 1816. 


His’ Excellency John Cotton Smith, 
President. 

Rev. Lyman Beecher, Rev. Jona- 
than Miller, Vice-Presidents. 

James Morris, Esq. Secretary. 

Uriel Holmes, Esq. Treasurer. 

Hon. Frederick Wolcott, Auditor. 

Agents were appointed for the seve- 
ral towns and parishes in the county. 

The amount of the su>scriptions and 
donations of this Society, since its first 
establishment, is $4,163 905; which 
sui has been remitted to the Trea- 
surer of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions. 

Their annual meeting will be hold- 
en in Litchfield on Wednesday the 

12th of February next, at one o'clock 
in the afternoon. A prayer meeting 
the same day at ten o’clock in the 
forenoon. 

‘The Agents of the several towns are 
requested to forward the monies col- 
lected to Uriel Holmes, Esq. Trea- 
surer of said Society, in sufficient sea- 
son before the meeting, to afford op- 
portunity for the Auditor to make a 
complete report of all monies given 
and subseribed up to that time. 

The Rev. Maltby Gelston, of Sher- 
man, is appointed to preach on the 
occasion; and the Rev. David L. 
Perry, of Sharon, his substitute. 

James Morris, Secretary. 

Litchfield, Dec. 10, 1816. 


The American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions are about 
to establish a school, for educating hea- 
thea youth whom God in his Provi- 
deuce has already or may cast upon 
our shores. ‘This is called “ A For- 
eign Mission School.” It is located in 
Cornwall in Litchfield county, and is 
expected to go into operation the en- 
suing Spring. 
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, A number of the Ladies in the first Soci. 
ety in Stailurd have lacely tormed them. 
selves into a society, to be catled the Staf- 
ford Female Cent Society .aey me) on che 
29th ult. and organized (bemselves by mak. 
ing choice of 

Mis. Ladd, Presidint. 

Mrs. Calvin Kedsea, Vice-Presi-lent. 

Mis. Benjamin Webb, Scerefary. 

Mrs. Miner Gran’, J’reasurer--and 

Mis. Josiah Wheeler, Mrs. Billings 
Grant, Mrs. Eli Converse, Miss Lovina 
Orcult, and Miss Lovina Hyde,a Comnviitec. 

Uhe payment of 25 cen s semi-anntatly 
cOnsiituies a member. About TU have al- 
realy joined the Society; the funds of 
Which are for the present to be appropriated 
for the support of the Gospel, or to aid tlie 
efforis which are making for the settlement 
of a minister among them. On the 12h 
inst. the Rev. Mr. Loomis deiivered before 
the Society an excellent 
Luke x. 39, 





sermon, from 


For the Relizious Intelligencer. 
SATURDAY NIGHT. 


‘?Pis Saturday night.” says the labour. 
er, as he turns oward his home, with the 
awages of his industry. “[f have had a 
week of hard toil—but now it is cver—and 
when L see my little fire blazing bright, and 
my comfortable supper, and my quiet fami- 
ly, and know that ny wite and children will 
be glad to hear how much I have earned, I 
shall forget my hard work, and my weari- 
ness. Lam glad it is Saiurday night; and 
it makes me think of some verses I read 
when L was a boy, that describe a poor 
cottager in Scotland. coining home of a 
Saturday night, with his hoe and spade up- 
on his shoulders, as tired and hungry as [ 
am; and L dare say, with less money for 
his family; for poor people in the old coun- 
tries are notas well off as they are here, 
and don’t get a quarler as moch for a day’s 
work. But when he saw his cottage peep- 
ing from under a great old tree, that parily 
hung over it, and heard the voices and 
laughing of his little children that ran out 
to meet him, and sat dowa by his cheerful 
fire and clean hearth and good wife, who 
was suv tidy and careful that she coukd 
** make their old cloaths look almost as well 
as new,” he felt so glad that he envied 
nobody, and * forgot all his labour and his 
toil.” just as IT do; and give good eounsel 
to his children, and read to them out of the 
Bible, and prayed with them to God, as I 
ought to do.” 
“Tis Saturday night!” says the absent 
child, * and I will sit down and think of the 
home of my parents. Now, as the pensive 


twilight comes on, and darkness begins to 
shut ont the landscape, the memory of past 
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times shines brighter on me, and the ima- 
ges of distant friends seem dearer to my 
heart. J imagine my family at this moment 
seaced round ‘the table for their social re- 
past. Every one is im their accustomed 
place—my father looks thoughtful—Satur- 
day night reminds him, that one of his chil- 
dren is not there—my brothers and sisters 
converse cheerfully--my mother observes to 
them, that some dish was my favourite— 
thea they all wish aloud, and at once, that 
{ could share it with them. Now, they 

se from supper, and draw their chairs ina 
nearer circle—they recruit the fire, and 
close the shutters, and one takes a place 
near the candle to read aloud. Tut first— 
1 hi nk—they speak again of me, and ‘each 
the youngest one to lisp my name, while 
itsmiles like acherub. Perhaps Vanity has 
helped to draw this picture; but even if 
they are not speaking of me so much I 
know thatthey love me, and wish for my 
inprovemenf: and for their sakes, L will 
strive to be still more industrious and gen- 
tle ani! useful.’ 

“? Tis Saturday night,” says the man of 
the world, ** and some of my plans must be 
interrupted. t have formed inany in the past 
week, but could not bring them all io pass. 
J wish L had wore power. Lam sure my 
designs are wise ; bus men do not give me 
the credit that L deserve. They respect 
some people for qualities that I know they 
do not possess. L wish the world would 
give honour where it is due. have tried 
many methods to increase my fortune. and 
have been in a decree successful; but | see 
some richertban ft. Saturday nicht is called 
atime of rest; and J believe no one needs 
restmore than [. Business, and cares, and 
parties, and speculauiops, so occupy anid 
beset me, that it have hardly leisure even 
forsleep. Lshould be glad of some litile 
intervals toteake my pleasure; but whea I 
seek for it, where the gay world tells me to 
go, either happiness is not there, or I 
um not in a state of mind to find it. 
Pomp and grandeur shine about me, and 
many envy me; but the ** heart distrusting, 
asks if this be joy 2?” [ hope in a few 
years to be as rich, and as happy, and as 
honourable as Lwish; and then Saturday 
night will be, indeed, a season of rest.” 

“Tis Saturday night,” says the Chris- 
tian, “‘and another week is fled. Look 
back on its varied scenes, my soul, and see 
what improvement thou hastinvde. What 
hast thou devised, or performed, for the 
good of others? Have thy wishes and de- 
sires hung upon the worid for happiness ; 


oremployed themselves in the duties ofa ro- 


tional being; or raised themselves io the 
Saviour, in devotion and love? To such 
questions the conscience of the Christfan 
will answer, “I am compassed with in- 
frmity; and often when I would do good, 
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evilis present: yet I rejoice that there is 
a fountain set open for Judah and Jerusa- 
lem to wash in, from sin and from unclean- 
ness. And while Lapproach the throne of 
grace, to close the accounts of the week 
with penitence, let me remember what a 
multitude of mercies it has brought me, and 
render the offering of gratitude to Him from 
whom is every g rood and perfect gift. I 
trust, that by the aoueet of his Spirit, be 
is teaching me, in whatever state IL au, 
therewith to be content. It ig My ma ure 
to be restless and impatient, when Orugse s 
and disappoiniments overtake Mey y ! 
am taught from above, that “* @é@Mfness 
with contentment is great gain.” 

Another week is parted from the little 
span of my life: Soon the end of that lite, 
like this Saturday night, will arrive. * Even 
so Father, if so it seemeth good in thy 
sight” I trust the dark valley of death 
will be enlightened, its shadows dispeised, 
and my soul comlorted by a voice, saying, 
“Come up hither, for where [ am, there 
Shall also my servant Le.” Reader, ave you 
a Christian ? 


Art thou a Christian? Thongh thy cot 
Be sinall, and pos erty thy lot, m 
Rejoice; thy Saviour, bent to know © 
‘The ills of want, the cares of woe; 
And to the faithful poor hath given 
‘The rich inheritance of heaven. 
Art thou a Christian, doon’d to roam 
Far from thy triends and native home ? 
Look round on valley, hill, aod plain, 
Cliffs crown’d with trees, and fields with 
grain ; 

View Nature’s Charms, and busy man, 
And tellme, mids: the varied plan, 

W hat hast thou mark’d,or what survey’d, 
That God thy Father hath not made ’ 
Then love his works, and love to trace 
liis sembiance ina stranger’s face ; 

Vall each sweet spot a home io thee, 

And ever y man, God’s family. 

Art thou a Christian, and the strife 

Of years mature, and busy life? 

Re active: for thy race is short, 

Thy bark is hastening to ihe port 3 

Be cheerful; holy angels bear 

An antidote for all iby care: 

And let no pangs disturb u breast 
Prepar’d for everlasting rest. 


SABBATH MORNING, 


“ *°Tis Sabbath morning,” saves the labour 
er, as he rises, and walks to hi! a door. ** amd 
[ am not obli; ged to gouuttoa day’ s work. 
[ can take my rest as well as the richest 
man in the neighbourhood; and shall be 
S‘ronger and fresher for my task to-morrow. 
[ like to have a little time to think and 
look about me; for it is not well for the 
mind or the body to be always hard at 
work. The poor cattle want rest aswel 
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as their masters; and ifthere was no other 
advantage than laying aside our toils one 
day in seven, it would bea great favour to 
fabouring people, to have the quiet Sabbath 
eome.” 

“Tis Sabbath morning again,” says the 
absent child, “and how ijair and beautiful 
is naiure. The dew drop still hangs on 
the bough, though iis veruure is changing 
to the sickliness of autumn. No seund 
breaks the silence of the hour, save the 
clea lodious sound of the * church 
How sweet is the rest of the 
w delightful the thought, that 
ends unite in the same solemn 
services, at ihe same time. ‘Their prayers, 
their praises, ascend together, at the same 
moment; their hearts mingle, one God 
accepts them; so that if oceans roll be- 
tween them, the Sabbath blots ont the dis- 
tance, and seems to make but “one fold 
and one Shepherd. 

*¢7T is Sabbath morning,” says the man of 
the world, ‘and I have finished my break- 
fast time enough to goto church. So L will 
go; because I like to seta good example ; 
and I shall perhaps meet some people, that 
Liike to see. Sometimes I hear some news 

he door; at any rate, it is aquiet place 
tesecand think in; and [have the best nap 
there that I get in the course of the week. 









I hope we shan’t havea long sermon, that” 


my dinner might spoil before I conld get 
bome ; for I dont believe people are any 
better for preaching, after they grow tired 
and hungry, and keep looking at their 
watches and wishing every word was the 
last.” 

**Tis Sabbath morning,” says the Chris- 
tian, “ and my soul may repose itself in God 
its exceeding joy. | venerate the example of 
my Maker, when he rested on the seventh 
day, from the labours of Creation; and [ 
love the voice that pronounces, ** Remem- 
ber my Subbath-day to keep it holy.” The 
command given fo the chosen people, “ ye 
shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my 
sanctuary” was enforced by the solemn as- 
sertion, ‘fain the Lord; as if he would en- 
force obedience, by every feeling of grati- 
tude, and by every recollection of terror, 
connected wath that majestic name. Let 
me then, for a season, renounce the pur- 
suits, (he amusements, and the cares of the 
world. L would say to them in the lan- 
guage ofthe Patriarch, “ Abide here fora 
season, while I go yonder and worship.” 
This is the day on which my Saviour rose 
from his earthly prison. Lseem io look up- 
on his empty Sepulchre, and to bear a voice 
teaching wy spirit, * Lf ye then be risen 
with Christ, seek those things tuatare from 
abeve, where he sitteth at the right hand 
ef God.” To day, then, will l seek for the 
wisdera that cometh from above. May its 
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pure and celestial influcace prepare ime for 
a more fanhful discharge of the duties of 
life, and for an entrance into the rest of an 
eternal Sabbath.” 


—_—_ 


Anecdote. 


One of the Committee, of the Lon 
don Tract Society stated that a Cler- 
gyman of rank and influence was so 

strongly prejudiced against the intro- 
duction of this Society’s Tracts among 
his neighbours, that he resolved to do 
all that lay in his power to impede 
their circulation: he propagated the 
mest injurious reports relative to their 
tendency ; but the publications were 
condemned and opposed before he had 
actually perused a single copy of any 
one of them. 

Irritated by the extent to which he 
found that these intrusive little books 
were sold and otherwise distributed, 
and not unfrequently alarmed by the 
rap at his own door, announcing some 
poor Tract-seller’s arrival ; he deter- 
mined to write and disperse a Tract 
against the Tracts, in order to discour- 
age, and, if possible, annihilate their 
progress among the poor around him. 
With this object in view, he bought 
and borrowed as many of the Society’s 
Tracts as he could procure. But a- 
midst the severity of man behold the 
goodness of God! He read and ex- 
amined these objects of his enmity, 
till “ the eve was not satisfied with 
seeing.” It was not long before a 
revolution took place in his judgment 
and affections ; more particularly 
through the attentive perusal of Num- 
bers 45, 118, 119, of the first series, 
his heart was awakened, his conscience 
convinced, and his whole sou! humbled 
inthedust. The pen that had been lift- 
ed up as a signal of war, dropped from 
his hand, but was soon resumed as an 
instrument of peace. He used itina 


letter of thanks to the author of one of 


the Tracts, blessing God for the happy 
change which had been thus wrought. 
Ever: since, the poor Tract-seller’s vis- 
its have been welcomed te his parish, 
and te bis house. 
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